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BOEMRE Ultra-Deep Water Study Area
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Deep Water Shipwrecks within the GOM
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Archival Repositories Visited

International

 Archivo General de Indias
(AGI), Seville, Spain

 Archives Nationales, Paris,
France

 Centre des Archives
d’Outre-Mer (CAOM), Aix-
en-Provence, France

National

« St. Augustine Foundation
Center for Historic
Research, St. Augustine,
Florida

 P.K.Yonge Library of
Florida History, Gainesville,
Florida




Archival Repository Results

* 9 potential Spanish vessel
losses identified at the AGI

» 7 vessel losses (6 French and
1 English) identified at French
repositories

 No pertinent vessel losses
identified at the St. Augustine
Center for Historic Research

¢ Additional 7 vessel losses
identified at the P.K. Yonge
Library but all likely occurred
near shore

» Total of 16 previously
undocumented vessels
identified 9
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Evolution of Trade Routes

(ca. 1504 — 1821)
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Evaluation of Hurricane
Patterns within the GOM
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Spanish Ship Galgo

» Galgo departed from |
Havana for New * =

Orleans in 1783 and i \
was never seen 1
again |
 No indication of
hurricane activity in
1783 ,
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Spanish Ship Sandoval

» Sandoval sailed
from Havana en i o ORI
route to Vercruz in R e y warin | ;
1787. N o _ \

» Millds documented
several hurricanes
during 1787.
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Spanish Ship Descubridor (1817)

* 14-gun brigantine
departed Havana
for Veracruz with 8
officials and 112
sailors/soldiers
onboard.

 Disappeared in late
September.

* No evidence of
hurricane activity
during this period.
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French Vessel Marie Thérese (1772)
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French Royal Navy Vessel (1732)
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French Royal Navy Vessel
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French Royal Navy Vessel (1740)
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French Naval Vessel la Somme (1740)
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French Vessel le Chameau (1746)
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Vessels Likely Outside
BOEMRE Jurisdiction
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Results of the Archival Investigation

» 16 previously unknown
vessel losses identified

o 7 likely discounted based on
known routes taken between
ports

* 9 vessels may be located
within UDW of the GOM:;

» Vessels are of various
nationalities including
Spanish, French, and
English
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Findings

 Estimating shipwreck
locations within UDW is
nearly impossible.

* Primary documents do not
strengthen the location of
loss of shipwrecks.

 Sailing routes varied
depending upon weather,
currents, and limitations of
vessels sailing these
routes.

« While previously unknown
vessels were located,
archival research for
vessel losses from the
16th-18t" centuries is a
monumental task and not
necessarily economically

feasible.
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Recommendations

 Future archival
investigations should be
directed to specific
repositories based on data
collected from remote-
sensing surveys and/or
archaeological
investigations within UDW
of the GOM.

» Research should focus on
determining the temporal
period, nationality, cargo,
and route of the vessel In
guestion which can then be
applied to archival research §
endeavors.

« Analysis of hull remains and
cargo can narrow the scope
of research relative to a
specific site, allowing
researchers to focus on a
specific time period and
nationality.
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