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OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 

1) To update and expand the existing 
BOEMRE GOMR shipwreck database by 
examining primary sources (i.e sea 
protest) housed at the NONA for 
shipwreck information. 

2) To determine the shipwreck locations in 
the updated shipwreck database 
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RESEARCH TASKS 

Task 1: Conduct archival research to collect 
information to expand the shipwreck 
data collected in the 1989 and 2003 
studies. 

Task 2: Analysis of collected data, the 
development of a revised model of 
shipwreck occurrences in the GOMR, 
and the recommendation of further 
research and study of GOMR 
shipwrecks. 
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 SEA PROTESTS 
 Registered by the ship or boat captain before 

the competent authorities, e.g. notary public or 
Consul, to protect the ship owner as well as the 
crew from claims of damage to the vessel or 
cargo caused by problems that developed 
during the voyage.  

 Sea protest form was created ca. 1850 
 This study examined the records of only about 15 % 

of the notaries whose records are held in the New 
Orleans Notarial Archives  
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DATA GATHERING AND PROCESSING 

LAST NAME FIRST, MIDDLE BEGIINING DATE END DATE 

Barnett Emile 8/1/1890 10/31/1902 

Broutin Francisco 8/1/1790 7/31/1799 

Christy William 5/25/1827 12/30/1857 

Claiborne John 3/1/1850 11/30/1854 

Duncan J.N. 5/1/1857 4/30/1859 

Fitch Eliphalet 8/17/1872 7/16/1880 

Gordon Hugh K. 12/29/1824 111/30/1829 

Hermann Lucien 11/30/1839 3/31/1850 

Lynd John 4/24/1805 1/3/1820 

Munhall Francis  6/28/1805 8/27/1806 

Pollock Carlile 4/30/1817 12/31/1845 

Soria Jacob 11/1/1850 5/30/1853 

Stringer G.R. 3/2/1843 9/30/1849 

NOTARIES REVIEWED IN NONA STUDY 
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DATA GATHERING 
AND PROCESSING 

 A total of 122 documents notarized by 12 individual 
notaries were analyzed.  

 84 protests (72%) were filed in response to vessel 
losses in the interior continental riverways  

 38 protests (28%) documented maritime losses (23 in 
GOMR)  

 Protest dates ranged from 1804 – 1900, the majority of 
which (117 or 96.6%) dated to the antebellum period 
(ca. 1812 – 1861).  Three protests (2.4%) were recorded 
during the territorial period (ca. 1803 – 1812), and one 
(.008%) was recorded in 1900. 
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SHIPWRECK LOCATIONS 

  Few documents contained latitude-longitude 
information. 

  Of the 122 documents reviewed, locational 
information for 85 vessel losses could be 
determined. 

  Locations were determined by scaling 
distance from a said landform and/or river 
feature in ArcView.  
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LOCATIONAL RELIABILTY 
1) Wreck location is confirmed through physical verification 

and has been accurately positioned (e.g., with GPS or on 
an accurate, modern map) or is identified on the basis of 
accurately positioned remote-sensing survey.  

2) A specific location is provided for a wreck or a vessel loss 
by an informant, reported in the literature, or on a map.  

3) A general location for a wreck or a vessel loss is provided 
by an informant or in the literature.  Included in this 
category are vessels whose locations of loss are given only 
in degrees of latitude and longitude. 

4) Unreliable or vague location information is provided on a 
wreck or place of loss of a vessel.   
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LOCATIONAL RELIABILTY 

 82 wrecks have the locational reliability of 3 

 37 wrecks have the locational reliability of 4  

 3 wrecks have the locational reliability of 2   
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VESSEL TYPES DESCRIBED IN 
NONA SEA PROTESTS 
VESSEL TYPES CODE NUMBER 

Barge BGE 2 

Barque BKE 4 

Brig BRG 8 

Flatboat FB 49 

Keelboat KB 5 

Schooner  SCH 21 

Ship SHP 8 

Sloop SLP 1 

Steamboat SB 24 

TOTAL 122 
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CAUSES OF VESSEL LOSSES 
CAUSE INLAND MARITIME TOTAL # PERCENATGE (%) 

Abandonment 1 9 10 8.20 

Beached 2 2 1.64 

Burned 6 2 8 6.56 

Capsized 1 2 3 2.46 

Collision 16 1 17 13.93 

Explosion 1 1 0.82 

Foundered 17 6 23 18.85 

Scuttled 27 27 22.13 

Stranded & 
Swamped 

10 14 24 20.49 

Sunk 3 3 2.46 

Unknown 3 3 2.46 

TOTAL 84 38 122 100 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
The sheer volume of documents contained 

within the NONA would suggest that 
additional research is warranted.  

Review of protests prior to photocopying at 
NONA in order to reduce or eliminate the 
number of protests involving riverine wrecks.  
 This step will increase the amount of time devoted 

to data gathering.  This increase will be balanced in 
the transcription phase.  

 Pre-screening protests at NONA would allow 
research assistants to limit document selection to 
maritime protests that are of greater interest to 
BOEMRE. 
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