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Atlantic OCS Shipwreck Sources 
• Existing shipwreck databases 

• BOEMRE 
• AWOIS 
• Navy NSCL and Foundered U.S. Navy Craft 
• Global Marine Wrecks Database 
• International Registry of Sunken Ships (IRSS) 
• Northern Shipwrecks Database 

• U.S. government documents 
• U.S. Coast Guard 
• U.S. Customs Service 
• Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation 

• State and federalaAgencies 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
• State historic preservation offices 

• Published sources and contemporary 
documents 

• Newspapers and magazines 
• Lloyd's Lists 
• Business records 
• Published and manuscript accounts 
• Published shipwreck inventories 

• from documentary sources 
• from dive guides 3 
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Vessel Types by Historical Period 
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barge                 1 58 36 5 3 1 90 194 
barkentine               5 9 3           17 
barque         1 1 3 25 34 5         2 71 
brig 1   2 9 5 37 30 32 20 5 2 1     4 148 
brigantine   4   8 7 4 3 13 5 1           45 
cutter         1         2 4   2   7 16 
destroyer                   2 6 31 8   2 49 
fishing vessel           1     2 1 10 15 37   51 117 
freighter/cargo                 2 41 146 14 8   13 224 
frigate         7 4 1 6   1 1 1     3 24 
galleon 3 3     1                   3 10 
gunboat         1 31   4   3 6         45 
merchant ship     1 5 1           1         8 
monitor/ironclad               12               12 
patrol                 1 43 31 4     2 81 
schooner       2 10 16 81 102 222 399 329 35 1 2   32 1,231 
schooner barge                 16 75 2       10 103 
ship 7 2 5 5 6 28 8 20 1 3         12 97 
ship of the line         1     4             1 6 
sloop 1 7 4 8 19 30 17 11 13 15 2 2     2 131 
steamer             4 115 47 80 30 1     11 288 
submarine               3   21 44 17 6   4 95 
tanker                   4 100 6 2 1 7 120 
tug or tow boat               3 13 17 15 3 15   52 118 
whaler               24               24 
Totals 15 16 15 45 70 218 171 520 570 768 574 157 103 2 415 3,659 
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• Location of shipwrecks 
from the existing 
BOEMRE database 
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• Location of 
shipwrecks in the 
AWOIS database 
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• Location of shipwrecks 
in the Global Maritime 
Wrecks Database 
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• Location of shipwrecks 
from primary and 
secondary sources 
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• Location of shipwrecks 
from all sources in the 
Atlantic Shipwreck 
Database 
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• Shipwreck density map 
for BOEMRE lease 
blocks 
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• Probability zones for 
shipwrecks in the 
Atlantic OCS 
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Distribution of Shipwrecks in 
the ASD by State and Region 

 Nearest 
State 

Number 
of Wrecks 

Miles of 
Shoreline 
in State 

Sites Per Linear 
Mile Region 

Number of 
Wrecks 

Miles of 
Shoreline in 

Region 
Sites Per 

Linear Mile 
ME 133 240 0.55 
NH 13 14 0.93 

MA 650 230 2.83 Northeast 954 539 1.77 
RI 144 40 3.60 
CT 14 15 0.93 
NY 373 120 3.11 
NJ 1,911 130 14.70 

DE 363 25 14.70 Middle 6,127 308 19.89 

MD 1,139 33 34.52 Atlantic 
VA 2,341 112 20.90 
NC 1,954 320 6.11 

SC 576 185 3.11 Southeast 4,217 749 5.63 
GA 193 97 1.99 
FL 1,494 635 2.35 

Totals 11,298 2,196 5.14 13 



• Major trade routes of 
colonial North America, 
1769 
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