BOEM ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROGRAM: Ongoing Studies

Region:	Alaska

Planning Area(s):	Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea

Title:	
[bookmark: _Toc300322005]Workshop—Interagency Protocols for Immediate On-Scene Arctic Oil Spill Impact Science (AK-12-01-01)

BOEM Information Need(s) to be Addressed:  This study would seek to develop a mechanism, should a spill occur, to improve multilateral coordination in the effort to obtain interdisciplinary environmental data about the immediate effects of an oil spill in Alaskan seas.  The resulting information will provide improved analyses and mitigation measures as required by the National Environmental Policy Act.  

Total Cost:  TBD	Period of Performance:  FY 2013-2014

Conducting Organization:	TBD

BOEM Contact:		TBD

Description:
Background:  Many of the impacts of oil spills happen in the first three days after oil or gas is spilled.  In the past 20 years, two major marine oil spills, the Exxon Valdez and the Selendang Ayu, have occurred in Alaska.  Most recently, the Deepwater Horizon blowout in the Gulf of Mexico has triggered the need for a fresh look at lessons learned, including new preparations for spill response planning in arctic waters. In all these cases, collection of scientific data in the critical initial period was hampered by the lack of standing interagency collaborative agreements with pre-established sampling protocols. Information produced by planned spill response research would potentially improve the government’s ability to track, monitor, and mitigate oil spill impacts and long-term environmental consequences. Successful completion of Alaskan protocols and agreements would facilitate replication in other OCS areas.

Objectives:  
· Assemble a collection of relevant “lessons learned” from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill to improve environmental data collection in the event of a spill in arctic waters.
· Develop a protocol for sampling during the initial stages of an Alaska marine oil or gas spill.
· Develop interagency working agreements or other instruments necessary to implement immediate scientific sampling should an oil spill occur in marine waters.

Methods:  Workshop participants, including NEPA analysts and other interagency scientists, would be systematically queried about information needed at onset of an oil spill.  Sampling protocols to meet those information needs will be drafted.  Appropriate framework documents will be developed to initiate pursuit of broader operational agreements across multiple relevant agencies, including the U.S. Coast Guard and NOAA.

Current Status:	Planned new start

Final Report Due:	TBD

Publications Completed:	None

Affiliated WWW Sites:	http://www.boem.gov/akstudies/ 
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ESPIS: Environmental Studies Program Information System
All completed ESP studies can be found here: http://www.data.boem.gov/homepg/data_center/other/espis/espisfront.asp

