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Overview 

• Wind Energy Area Status 
• Current Best Management Practices  
• Opportunities for Input 
• BOEM Environmental Studies Program 



Purpose of Workshops 
• Near term- gather information that can be 

shared in the form of a final report that can be 
used to develop protocols, studies, and update 
current best management practices (BMPs). 

• Long term – apply the new guidelines and/or 
BMPs to site assessment plan (SAP), 
construction and operation plan (COP), and 
general activity plan (GAP) review.  



Wind Energy Areas 
• Atlantic OCS areas that appear most suitable for 

commercial wind energy development activities. 
• Identified through consultations with State, 

Federal, and Tribal representatives through 
BOEM’s intergovernmental renewable energy 
task forces, and formal public notice and 
comment. 

• Existing fishing effort was taken into account in 
identifying these areas. 

• Actual construction footprints may be a subset of 
the original WEA. 







Mid-Atlantic 
• Four WEAs were identified and assessed 

between 2010 and 2012. 
• The final Environmental Assessment (EA) for 

leasing, site characterization, and site 
assessment for NJ, DE, MD, and VA WEAs was 
made available in February 2012. 

• Leasing in these areas is expected to begin in 
early 2013. 





North Carolina 

• North Carolina – planning documents will 
be published by the end of 2012 for 3 
areas. 





Atlantic Wind Connect 
• On March 31, 2011, Atlantic Grid Holdings LLC (AGH) 

submitted an application for a ROW grant for the AWC 
proposal 

• BOEM published a Request for Competitive Interest 
(RFCI) in the Federal Register December 21, 2011.  

• BOEM published a Determination of No Competitive 
Interest in the Federal Register on May 15, 2012. 

 



AWC Proposed Phase 1 
route Atlantic City, NJ to 
Bethany Beach, DE 
(approximate). 



New England 
• Maine: 

– StatOil North America submitted an unsolicited lease proposal to 
BOEM in October 2011. 

– The proposed project - Hywind Maine - consists of four 3 MW wind 
turbine generators utilizing a floating turbine design. 

• Massachusetts: 
– A Call for Information and Nominations and Notice of Intent to 

Prepare an EA were published on February 6.   
• Rhode Island:  

– BOEM is reviewing Deepwater Wind’s unsolicited request for a 
right-of-way grant for proposed transmission cable between Block 
Island and the Rhode Island mainland.   

– The RI/MA Wind Energy Area was announced on February 24. 
– The RI/MA EA was published in June and comments are now being 

evaluated. 





South Atlantic 
• South Carolina – Task Force meeting was held 

on March 29. 
• Georgia – Interim Policy lease application from 

Southern Company for a meteorological tower 
and/or buoy is under preliminary review awaiting 
a final project plan. 

• Florida – Interim policy lease application for 
testing of marine hydrokinetic devices is under 
review and an environmental assessment of the 
proposed lease issuance is under revision.  
 



Current Fishing Best 
Management Practices 

• BMPs are planning measures, construction techniques, 
and operational procedures to reduce adverse impacts. 

• Mitigation measures are project-specific preventative, 
corrective, and/or compensatory actions to reduce or 
offset adverse impacts. 

• Best management practices were identified and adopted 
in the 2007 Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Renewable Energy Program. Mitigation measures will be 
applied on a project-by-project basis. 

• BOEM’s regulations (30 CFR 585 Subpart F) state that 
lessee’s plans must demonstrate uses of best 
management practices. 

 



Current Fishing BMPs 
• Require cooperation with fishing interests to 

reduce conflict. 
• Require notification of planned activities prior 

execution. 
• Require marine debris reduction measures. 
• Require proper marking/lighting of facilities. 
• Require cable burial and inspection (where 

practicable) 
 
 



Opportunities for Input: 
Formal 

• BOEM conducts formal notice and comment 
periods via the Federal Register for items such 
as: 
– requests for interest in an area,  
– calls for information about an area for which 

there is interest, and  
– notices of intent to prepare an environmental 

assessment document for an area under 
consideration for leasing. 

 



Opportunities for Input: 
Informal 

• Communication with representatives on the 
BOEM intergovernmental renewable energy task 
forces.  

• BOEM and other agencies may meet with public 
stakeholder groups to address their comments 
and concerns (e.g. Massachusetts Habitat and 
Fisheries Working Groups and the Rhode Island 
Fishery and Habitat Advisory Boards). 

• BOEM has previously, and will continue to 
regularly engage with the Regional Fishery 
Management Councils. 
 



Studies: 
Biological 

• EMF impact studies are continuing: 
– EMF model-based assessment and literature review 

is completed. 
– EMF in situ study kicking off this year in the Pacific. 
– Dept. of Energy funded EMF laboratory-based study 

is continuing. 
• Fish acoustic impacts: 

– Workshop held in March. 
– Effects of Pile Driving Sounds on Auditory and Non-

Auditory Tissues of Fish is ongoing. 
 



Studies: 
Socioeconomic 

• These 8 Workshops - “Development of 
Mitigation Measures to Address Potential Use 
Conflicts Between the Wind and Commercial 
Fishing Industries.” 

• Inter-Agency Agreement with NMFS to evaluate 
the socio-economic impact to fishing from 
offshore wind energy development was signed 
in September. 

• Identification of Outer Continental Shelf 
Renewable Energy Space-Use Conflicts and 
Analysis of Potential Mitigation Measures 



Thank You for 
Participating! 



Fishing BMPs - 1 

Lessees and grantees shall work 
cooperatively with commercial and 

recreational fishing entities and interests to 
ensure that the construction and operation 
of a project will minimize potential conflicts 
with commercial and recreational fishing 

interests. 



Fishing BMPs - 2 
Lessees and grantees shall review planned 

activities with potentially affected fishing 
organizations and port authorities to prevent 

unreasonable fishing gear conflicts.  Lessees and 
grantees shall minimize conflict with fishing activity 

and gear by notifying state and Federal regional 
fishery management organizations  and local 

fishing groups of the location and time frame of the 
project construction activities well in advance of 

mobilization with updates throughout the 
construction period. 



Fishing BMPs - 3 
• Lessees and grantees shall use practices and 

operating procedures that reduce the likelihood 
of vessel accidents and fuel spills. 

• Lessees and grantees shall avoid or minimize 
impacts to the commercial fishing industry by 

marking applicable structures (e.g., wind 
turbines, wave generation structures) with 

USCG-approved measures (such as lighting) to 
ensure safe vessel operation. 

 



Fishing BMPs - 4 
Lessees and grantees shall avoid or minimize 
impacts to the commercial fishing industry by 

burying cables, where practicable, to avoid conflict 
with fishing vessels and gear operation.  If cables 

are buried, lessees and grantees shall inspect 
cable burial depth periodically during project 

operation to ensure that adequate coverage is 
maintained to avoid interference with fishing 

gear/activity. 
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