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E.O. 13547 & Final RecommendationsE.O. 13547 & Final Recommendations

• Establishes our Nation’s first ever National Policy for Stewardship of 

 the Ocean, our Coasts, and the Great Lakes

• Creates an interagency National Ocean Council

 
to provide sustained, 

 high‐level, and coordinated attention to advance the National Policy

• Prioritizes 9 categories for action

 
that seek to address the most 

 
pressing challenges facing the ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes

• Establishes a flexible framework for effective coastal and marine 

 
spatial planning to address conservation, economic activity, user 

 
conflict, and sustainable use of ecosystem services
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What is the National Ocean Policy about?What is the National Ocean Policy about?

An 
 

America 
 

whose 
 

stewardship 
 

ensures 
 

that 
 the ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes are

healthy and resilient, safe and productive, and 
 understood and treasured 

so 
 

as 
 

to 
 

promote 
 

the 
 

well‐being, 
 

prosperity, 
 and security of present and future generations.
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Why Do We Need a National Ocean Policy?Why Do We Need a National Ocean Policy?
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Provides a unifying framework to:

• Improve federal management efforts to ensure healthy marine 

 environments, sustainable economic growth, jobs, and 

 recreational opportunities

• Foster coordination and communication among all levels of 

 government  to minimize duplication of effort, inefficiency, waste, 

 and conflict

•Prioritize and focus efforts around key areas to maximize the 

 investment of limited resources at the Federal level and ensure 

 accountability for the effectiveness of such investments



National Ocean CouncilNational Ocean Council
Principals/DeputiesPrincipals/Deputies
CoCo‐‐Chairs: CEQ/OSTPChairs: CEQ/OSTP

National Ocean CouncilNational Ocean Council

Steering CommitteeSteering Committee
(CEQ, OSTP, Staff Director, (CEQ, OSTP, Staff Director, 

and Chairs of the IPC)and Chairs of the IPC)

National Economic   National Economic   

 
Council Council 

National Security National Security 

 
CouncilCouncil

Governance Coordinating Governance Coordinating 

 
CommitteeCommittee

State/Tribal/LocalState/Tribal/Local

Ocean Research and Ocean Research and 
Resources Advisory PanelResources Advisory Panel

Ocean Resource Management Ocean Resource Management 

 
Interagency Policy CommitteeInteragency Policy Committee

Chair/CoChair/Co‐‐ChairChair

Ocean Science and Technology Ocean Science and Technology 

 
Interagency Policy CommitteeInteragency Policy Committee

Chair/CoChair/Co‐‐ChairsChairs

‐‐‐‐‐‐

 

Reporting
‐‐‐‐‐‐

 

Coordination
‐‐‐‐

 

Communication

Working groups could be retained or established as standing or ad hoc Sub-Interagency Policy Committees 
(IPCs): e.g., Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning, Ocean Acidification, Ocean Observations, Mapping, Ocean 
Education, Climate Resiliency and Adaptation, Regional Ecosystem Protection and Restoration, Water Quality and 
Sustainable Practices on Land, and Arctic.

The Extended Continental Shelf Task Force and other designated interagency committees, as appropriate, would 
report to the Steering Committee and coordinate with the two IPCs.



Governance Coordinating CommitteeGovernance Coordinating Committee
Governance Coordinating Committee

State/Tribal/Local

State Legislative 

 
Representative 
Kevin Ranker

Representatives from inland 

 
States (2)
(TBD)

State Regional Representatives

Brian Baird
(West Coast)

Kathleen Leyden
(Northeast)

David Naftzger
(Great Lakes)
Lelei

 

Peau
(Pacific Islands)
Mark Robbins

(Alaska)
Paige Rothenberger

(Caribbean)
George Stafford
(Mid‐Atlantic)
Bill Walker

(Gulf of Mexico)
Dee Freeman
(South Atlantic)

Local Government 

 
Representatives 
Kristin Jacobs

Geraldine Knatz
Joan Murphy

Tribal Representatives 
Steve Crawford
Jacque Hostler
Micah McCarty



Ocean Research and Resources Advisory PanelOcean Research and Resources Advisory Panel

Dr. Margaret Leinen, Florida Atlantic University, Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institute – Chair

Dr. Steven Ramberg, National Defense University - Vice-Chair 
VADM Paul Gaffney, (USN Ret.), Monmouth University 
Dr. Dennis Bartels, Exploratorium 
Dr. Don Boesch, National Academies,Ocean Studies Board 
Dr. Dan Costa, University of California, Santa Cruz 
Ms. Jane Davis, Walt Disney World Animal Programs 
Mr. Randy Fisher, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 
Dr. John Gannon, International Joint Commission 
Mr. Paul Kelly, Rowan Companies (ret.) 
Dr. Andrew Rosenberg, Conservation International 
Mr. Kerry St. Pé, Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program 
Dr. Robert Weller, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 
Dr. Clarice Yentsch, Nova Southeastern University Oceanographic Center 
Dr. Michael Bruno, Stevens Institute of Technology 
Dr. Peter Brewer, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute



Targeted Implementation StrategyTargeted Implementation Strategy

HOW WE DO 
BUSINESS

Ecosystem-Based 
Management

Coastal & Marine 
Spatial Planning

Inform Decisions & 
Improve Understanding

Coordinate & 
Support

AREAS OF 
SPECIAL EMPHASIS

Resiliency & Adaptation 
to Climate Change & 
Ocean Acidification

Regional Ecosystem 
Protection & Restoration

Changing Conditions 
in the Arctic

Ocean, Coastal, & 
Great Lakes Observation, 
Mapping & Infrastructure

Water Quality & 
Sustainable Practices 

on Land

9 Priority Objectives



Strategic Action PlansStrategic Action Plans

• The NOC is charged with developing strategic action plans for 

 the nine priority objectives.  Plans must‐‐

 Identify specific and measurable near‐, mid‐, and long‐term 

 actions to be taken to further the objective
 Include smaller‐scale efforts to build on existing activities, as 

 well as more complex, larger‐scale actions; 
 Identify leading and participating agencies in these efforts;
 Identify gaps and needs in science and technology; 
Determine resource requirements including steps for 

 integrating and coordinating budgets
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Strategic Action PlansStrategic Action Plans

• Plans will be adaptive to allow for modification and addition of

 new actions based on new information or changing conditions

• Plans and their implementation would be assessed and 

 reviewed annually by the NOC and modified as needed based 

 on the success or failure of the agreed upon actions

• As the NOC develops and revises the plans, it will ensure 

 substantial  opportunity for public participation. Final plans, 

 revisions, and reports of how well plan performance measures 

 are being met would be made publicly available
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Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP)Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning (CMSP)
What it is:

A regionally‐based planning process

 
for analyzing current and 

 anticipated uses of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes areas. 

What it does:

Identifies areas most suitable for various types of activities in 

 order to facilitate compatible uses, and preserve ecosystem 

 services to meet our nation’s economic, environmental, security, 

 and social goals.

Provides a public policy process for society to better determine 

 how the ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes are sustainably used and 

 protected ‐

 
now and for future generations.

National Ocean Council
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CMSP Framework:  A Regional Planning ProcessCMSP Framework:  A Regional Planning Process
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CMSP:  A Regional ApproachCMSP:  A Regional Approach

CMS 

 
PlanCMSP Process

Coordination/Engagement
• Local Authorities
• Indigenous Community 

 
Reps

Consultation
• Fishery Management Councils

Engagement
• Stakeholders
• Scientists & Technical Experts
• Public



A Phased Implementation ApproachA Phased Implementation Approach

CMS 

 
PlanCMSP Process



Opportunities for Public EngagementOpportunities for Public Engagement
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• Strategic Action Plans
– Public comment via NOC website to provide initial input into 

 
development of strategic action plans ‐

 

through April 29
– Release of draft full content outlines for public review

 

‐

 

June 2011
– Public listening sessions to provide input on the content outlines and 

 
development of full draft plans –

 

June 2011
– Release of draft strategic action plans for public review‐

 

October 2011
– Release of final strategic action plans –

 

Early 2012

• Stakeholder and Public Input into the Design of a National Information 

 
Management System via Public Comment Website ‐

 

Spring/Summer 2011

• Public and Stakeholder Session of the National CMSP Workshop

 

–

 

June 21 at 

 
the Department of the Interior



Where are we in the process?Where are we in the process?
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• Governance Structure Established
– Second National Ocean Council Meeting scheduled
– Fourth meeting of Deputies Committee scheduled
– Governance Coordinating Committee established/providing input on

 

activities
– Interagency Policy Committees established/coordinating SAP development

• Strategic Action Plans
– Writing teams formed/ January 2011
– Draft outlines prepared/identification of preliminary actions
– Final Product due Winter 2012

• Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning
– National Workshop to be held June 21‐23
– National Information Management System prototype –

 

August 2011
– Regional Planning Body Establishment –

 

Summer 2011
– Regional Workshops –

 

2011 ‐2012



National Ocean Council

“America's stewardship of the ocean, our coasts, and the 
Great Lakes is intrinsically linked to environmental 
sustainability, human health and well-being, national 
prosperity, adaptation to climate and other 
environmental changes, social justice, international 
diplomacy, and national and homeland security.”

- President Barack Obama

www.WhiteHouse.gov/oceans

Questions?Questions?
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